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} Poor housing ' s

} No job training

} Drug addiction and crime
tage I - Fundamental contradiction is legal. - Afro-Americans
re denied their legal riaghts to wots, be esducated and use

public accommmdatluns.
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garaer that thew cannoct be solwed bw political means,
must be solved bw a redistribution of wealth.

reterring back to Stalin's defirnition of a nation, ths
ro-Amzrican nation does not fullyw mest the definition of
vinag an economic life: 1t is economi cally dependent on
2 tJ.3. economv. This doess not mean that there 13 not
Afro-American nation, but that the sconcmic lif
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Atlanta is an example of a citw that has addressed the sconomic
question.. There has been 4 billion dollars of investment in
Atlanta since A. Young has been mavor. This resource has

been controlfed within the black community. The source of

the investment was international capital: A. Young has
international contacts and was able to attract the inwestment.
Inte rnatxonallv. the U.S. is in decline and the 3rd

wmorld 1s rising. There 1s a basi1s tor some countriss,

8.9. , China, to invest in Afro-American concerns.

We distinguished betwesn cities such as Chicago and
Detroi1t where black political leadership has smerged

in a sense in default after the withdrawal of capital
inwvestment from the city and the emaragence of the new
in Atlanta and Boston, stc., where the issue of

capital investment 1s being addressed dirsctlu.

It was not ruled Dutathat arass roots actiwity mawy
already be oceurel ing in Chicago which mayv later dswvelop
into a demand for forms of economic automomu.

II1. Development of the National Ouestion by the C.F.

As an external condition, Marcus barwvey had organized an
gconomlic enterpriss fto improve the economic condition of
Afro-American peoole. It was 1n this contsxt that the
CP =ought to adwance black leadershio in the U.5.

fhe history of the CF and the Internationals 1n relation

to the national qusstion reinforce the lessons we lsarned
in studwing Davis's W, R, and C. While the C.P. held =
correct position on the national quest1on and agawe matarial
support to Afro-American strugales, the L.P. and the
struggle adwvanced. On the othear hdnd when the

abandoned the strugagls for AFro-Pmsrican sslf-de mlnat1on
and socialism, the effect was that i1t weakerned 1tssli and
the strugale for socialism.

IV, Study Questions

1. Issues that will cause the

spr
American autonomy andsor sece

[1]

ad of the movemsnt for African-~
101 .

Basically we discussed the list of problems to be resolved from

above - poor health care, poor education, poor housing,
'unPnDlovant no job tra1d1ng: drug addiction and crime. The
resclution of these problems reguire different prioritizs in
the allocation of resources -- thus push the mowvement for

autonomy.

2. Discussion of the economics of the obiective si1de of the
movemsnt tor self-determination.

e discussed the decline of the U.5. on a global
and a resultant limit on available 1nfernd1 sconomi
resourses leading to the withdrawal of investment in the
cities and social programs. On the other hand, the
third world has a potential to become the source of

Ul
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capital investment in the U.S. In particular, there
15 a basis for inwvestments to be made by certain
third world countries in concerns controlled by third
world people i1n this country,
B
3. What position should women take on self deftsrmination and
Fow wi1ll thew bensfit?

It was clear from our discussion of W,R, and C how tightlw
linked the strugale for self-determination is to women's
struggles. Gains by Afro-Amsricans and other oppressed
mationalitiss have historically also benefited woman.

1scussiaon of the model of the Afro-American nation.

FiN
)

The discussion centersd around the city of Atlanta, zlthough
we did not know much about the particularitw. What was
dizcuszed was the influx of i1nternational capital and the
gzonomic dewvelopment taking place.

We also discussed the housing proisct in Washington O.C.,
wh2re once the community had economic control, 1t reinvested
1ts capital ard dewveloped economicallw.

«0

What 1s 1t 1mportant to studwy the Nationasl, Women and Class
guestions?

[t became clear in the discussion that we study these guestions
nEcause Wwe mus retand them in order to solwe Dr
and learn to take positions correctly. We discussed the
ariginal framework of being part of the new movement,
linking thesorw with practice in relation to this quastion.

We discussed how the Sowiet Union, China, and the CP 1n

this country had adwanced based on studw and a correct analwsis

)
of these guestions.

o
o
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6. In a reconstituted society, how will National, Women and
Class aouestions be addressed politically, socially and
economical lw.

bz as a group we not werw clear on this questxoﬁ. Gan
we felt that the requirements of the subordinant aspect
would be addressed in all these areas, but did not t
concrete. UOne example was given of Cuba, where women wrots

the marriage law, which helped define their social and political
position 1n the new society.

N

Case Studies:

In some cases, the percesptual assessment of the group was
that a nation did exist with a right to self-determinatiaon.
(e.q. Basgues, Natiwe Qmericangﬁ%Palespgpiahs). In other
cases (e.g. Sikhs) this was not clear Mhout knowing more
about the political and economic history. We did learn
through discussion that assessing the existence of a
nation's right to self-determination reguires contrets

analwsis and historical understanding.




Example of resident ownership in Washington, D.C.

Kimi O Gray, Presiden: of Kenilworth Parkside Resident Mgmt. Corp. in Washington,
D.C. related this experience:

Kenilworth was a housing project serving low income people, all or mostly
black. The conditions were very poor= buildings in a state of decay, broken
windows, garbage not being collected, rats and bugs. There was a high drop-
out rate among the children and a high crime rate in the area.

Kimi O Gray said that change started to take place back wien there was"a
voter registration drive and a struggle to elect a black mayor. Since

no one was really running Kenilworth, some of the residents demanded that
they take it over thenselves. Significant capital was obtained to renovate
the area, based on having elected a black mayor and contiauous struggle

on the political level with various government bodies.

The resident management corporation implemented the following programs:

— Insisted that children do their homework after school. To this end,
they set up a central location for doing homework.

— Set up standards of discipline for residents and removed families who did
not uphold the standards.

— Did their own contracting for services, awarding the contracts to blacks.
In particular, she mentioned that for the first time the garbage was
regularly collected.

— Made contact with,appropriate agencies or people who cbuld come to the

project and help residents get into college

— Set up training for persons hired to be in the management corporation -
these persons being residents.

— Started a daycare center

— Started a cooperative grocery store in the project

- Set up committees or bodies to deal with problems in the project, including
discipline problems.

— Supported residents who started up their own businesses which could serve
the project - one that was mentioned was a man who did repair work.

- Encouraged improvements, such as gardening, keeping up lawns, etc.

The leadership was coming from women. Kimi O Gray was a single parent on
welfare. .

She saw the direction to go now as being to try to keep money in the community -
that is, that anything that is spent by the residents should in some way

get fed back into the community. She emphasized starting businesses within

the community which are black owned.

She reported that welfare and crime were reduced dramatically and that the
basis is that the project was owned and managed by the residents for themselves.

This shows a change in direction that can take place when there is leadership
and self-management. The capital was obtained at a time when public money
was available. KImi O Gray was holding workshops for people in Chicago

on how to do this, and similar attempts are being made in Chicago. However,
the money in the public sector is not generally available at this time.



