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A Study Gulde for the Communist Manifesto

Korl lMarx and Frederick Engels

WORKINGMEN OF ALL COUNTRIwS, UNITE!?

-«-9QRKERS _OF ALL COUNTRILS, UNITE!
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The two slogans given sbove are significant not only for
their content, but for the evolution of thelr content as well,
The first slogen is the last sentence of Marx and Engel's The
Communist Fanifesto, The latter slogen sppears in many of the
publications of the Foreign Language Press of the Peovle’s Re-
public of Chins. The change is recognition of the leading role
of women in the creation of revolutionery soclety and a concrete

example of zpproaching the study of the Communist Menifesto as a --.

living guide to sction rather than szs only 2 historical document
or dead dogme.
I. Bourgeols and Proletarians

"By bourgeoisie is meant: the clsss of modern capitalists, owners
of the means of socisl production and employers of wage-labor;

'by proletarist, the class of modern wage-laborers who, having no

means of production of their own., are reduced to selling their
lebor power in order to live." ingels

The Communist Menifesto contains basic principles and appli-
cation of those principles to conditions at that time. Our task
is to apply those principles to the concrete conditiops of today.
Try to think of concrete examples from your own eXperience.

--Brinciple: _The bggrgggis;e cennot exist without constantly

revolutionizing the instrufients 6f production (tools, -
mechines,etc.) This crestes constant changes in
people's relations to one snother in the process of
production, These chenges in relations sre beyond
the control of the bourgeoisie and they cell forth
chenges in the whole social system which are also
beyond the control of the bourgeoisie.

Questionst 1. What changes have tsken place in the &nstruments
of production in the last 50 years? Currently?

2s What éhangesheve taken place in the relations of
production in the lesst 50 years? Currently?

3, What changes in social conditions and social sys-
tems have occurred as a result of these changes?
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The bourgéoisie cannot exist without constantly ex-

- panding the markets for its products, thet is, by ex-

ploitetion of world merkets.
1. Give exemples of this expesnsion and exploitation.

2; How hes expension and exp101tation been confronted

c1n recent historﬁg‘g - - e
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The bourgeoisie‘compels nations to adopt the bour-
geois mode of production; 'In 2 word it creates 2
world after its own image, [

1, Whst exemples of this forced edoption of bourgeois
made production can you see in the world today?

2. Give exsmples of ‘cresting a world in its own
image, "

As the means of production hss been centralized,
property is concentrsted in o few hands. The neces-

~sary consequernce 1s political power in a few hsnds.

How is this principle evident in today's world?

Crises especislly crises of overproduction are un-
avoldable in bourgeois soclety, These crises are
resolved in 3 ways: 1) by forced destruction of a
mass of productive forces, 2) by conquest of new

- markets, and 3) by more thorough exploitation of old

markets.

Cen you see examples of these crises and their reso-
lution in today's world? Give examples,

In proportion ss the bourgeoisie, that is, cepitel
is developed in the same provortion 1s the prole-
tariat developed. With the centrslizstion of the
means of production, there is a2 corresponding cen-
tralization of the proletariat. As a result the
proletariat is orgenizsed s a class and hence as a
political party.

How is this relationship reflected in this country?
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0f all the classes struggliné against the bourgeoisie

. the proletarist alone is the only really revolutionsry

class.

Why 1s this true?

As contradictions intensify various classes behsve
differeritly:

1. a sm2ll portion of the ruling olass goes over to
the proletariat

2, the fractions of the middle class fight to save
their interests, that is, side with the bourgeoisie,
a few desert to the proletarist

- 3. the lumpen prolekariat are generslly tools of

reaction, a few are swept into the proletariat,

Can you see this process occurring now?

All previous ruling classes have' subjected society to
one. form or another of exploitation as a means of
gaining wealth. The proletsrist cannot gain control
of their own lives and livelihoods without agbolishing
all the kinds of exploitetion designed to produce
wealth for a few,

All previous historicsl movements were movements of or
in the interest of minorities. The proletarisn move-
ment is the self-comscious independent movement of the
immense: majority in the interest of 'the immense

ma jority.

Stages of development of the proletariat: 1)veiled
civil war within existing |society, 2)open revolution-
ary war, and 3)violent overthrow of the bourgeoisie
by the proletariat. . :

The bourgeoisie is unfit to rule because unlike pre-
vious ruling classes it is incompetent to assure the
existence of the ruled. Rather than being fed by the
proletarist it must feed it.

‘How 1s*this_r§flected in conditions today?

"Communists disdsin to concesl their 2ims. . They openly declare
‘that their ends can be ‘obtained only by the forcible overthrow

of all existing conditions, *

ITy Proletarisns snd Communists

A% Communists are not in oppositipﬁ‘ﬁor do théy have interests
Oor pririciples apart from other working elsss parties or the pro-

letariat as o whole.




Be. Ce ist re alstinguished from other working class parties
only 3ﬁm% a%:s ffinungtiogal struggles of proletarians of differ-

. ent nationalities they point out the common interests of the

entire proletariat, and 2) in the stages of class struggle of the
working class against they bourgeoisie they always represent the
interests of the movement as a whole,

Ce The thecretical conclusions of the Communists sre not based
on 1deas or principles that hsve been invented or discovered by
universal reformers, . They express in general terms actual rela-
wions springing from an existing class strugegle, from a historic-
al movement going on under our very eyes., .

2. The distinguishing festure of communism is not the sbolition
2f property in general but bourgeois property. Property whose
accumulation is based on exploitation of wage labor, exploitation
of the many by the few,

Property in its present form is based on the antagonism of capitasl
and wage lasbor. Yet capitsl is 2 collective product, a result c?f
the labor of meany. Capital is therefore not 2 personal but a
soclal power, In bourgeois society living labor 1is but a means

to increase accumulated lebor (capital). In communist society
accunulated labor is used to promote the existence of the labore:x.

beurgecis 1ldeas, laws,culture spring from the conditions of bour-
geols production and property. Peoplefs. ideas, views, conceptions.
cnd consciousness change as- their materizl conditions change,

The ruling ideas of each 2ge have been the ideas of its ruling
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Lommurnist revolution, the victory of the proletariast over the
heourgeoisie,replaced 2 mode of production that is based on ex-

pioitation with a mode based on free association. Hence it changes
the material besis for a person's consciousness.

L1 Secciglist gnd Communist literature,
Reactionary Socialism,

Ao Feudal Socislism: Literary criticism written by various
clexents of the feudal aristocracy which in essencé criti-
cizsd the bourgeoisie for cresating a revolutionary proietarizt.

B, Petit Bourgeois Socizlism: a form of socialism common i
Freance which while accurastely portraying the conditions of
bourgecis production snd property (monopoly control) wished
only to return to the conditions existing before bourgeois
~entrol of production and property, that is, petii bourgeoi:
conditionsg of production and property.





