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INTRODUCTION
gastside Community Child Care and Child Levelopment:

gcientific Child Dlevelopment is our geal. This is not to be
confused with abstract intellectual avauments, It igs simply
a2 matter of summarvizing our work with children +to¢ know move
fully how best +to develop children, ESCC has leavrned manvy
things from a long process of summarizing our expevience
with children, This handbookiet shares come of what we
have learned, but it is only a starting point. Undevetanding
Child Tevelopment is & continuous process in  the evervdav
activity of raising children. *

t. CHILD DEVELOPMENT IS HUMAN LDEVELOPMENT

In general, this means that Child llevelopment is & mechaniem of
transferring human expevience to the new generation so they
can build en the past. Social development hac proceeded fram
primitive times to the curvent stage of development,

In particutlar, chitdren reflect the conditions they arow up in
and the personality traits of their parents. Children at first
imitate, then consolidate from their parents: (a) specific

methods of solving problems which face them: and (b)) codes of
conduct to0 guide social interaction,

2. THE PRINCIPAL INFLUENCE ANDIl THE NON-PRINCIPAL INFLUENCE
Chiltdren learn different things from esach pavent. Consratently,
we have found one pavent is the Principat Influence (PI}, and
ehe parent ia the Neon-Principal Influence (HNen—-PIL) on the
child's development. It is from the PI that +the child learns
his/her basic  appvoach 16 the world, to shjects, to people's
ideas, to problems, The PI passes on to the child what will

be useful to him/her in life. Fram the PI, the chitld will
learn what methods to use to sotve problems; for example, hou
te ask .for help or when to use fovce, how to get a toeotl; and
even such methods eas getting mad or giving up, This is * the

child's KNOWLEDGE FORM (see definition below),

From +the HNon—-PI, the child learns codes of conduct such as "He
Polite', or 'Don't Let Others Take aAdvantage of You', oy ‘He lp
Othere Who Are UWeaker Than You', or ‘'Never Admit Mistakes',
This i the child's Social Form. To Mote: If there ie only one
rarent, the child will adopt his/her Social Form from the PI.



3., KNOWLEDGE FORM

The Knowledge Form is the product of the identity betuween th,
child and his/her PI. It is, vou might say, the set of operatin9
principles which the child (and the adult PI) uses to negotiat,
his/her way in the world, It is the Knowledge Form that wily
determine how a child will respond to a problem, crisis, event|
or process. For instance, if the doorkneb is too high for 4
child who wants to go outside, what will he/she do? What will
be hissher guide to action?

Children's thinking or actions will reflect one of two
Knowledge Forms, IDEALIST or REALIST. Some of the traits of
each ave.

INEALIST REALIST

Phvsicaily cautious Dlaring or careless

Connegt to others and Ilisconnect from people,
situations loses train of thought

Tries to learn concepts Learns to wovk with hands

Takes things personally Blames things on others

Persistent - Jdumps from thing to thing

Easy ugoing Works hard, especially at

material work
Prefers company of othevrs Go off on his/her own
Vevrbalizes feelings Keeps feelinas to self; or

out of touch with own feelings
Toe proceed with the example of the child trying to vreach the
doorknob, the Realist child weuld be move likely to bring over a
chaiv to climbh up on, whereas the Idealist would be move apt to
ask someone fory help. {n the other hand, a Realist will often
Attempt to do a task hevond him/herself, such as carvy too heavy
a load, preferving to do it him/herself +to asking for help,

L,  FQORMS OF MOTION

In  the worid and the unmiverse, nothing is at vest., The concept
of motion in matter applies to the tiny molecules of objects as
well as to peaple and society in genevral. Knowledge Fovms in
particular are aszociated with cevtain forms of motion. Some
examples arve Action—Reaction, Progression—Regression, Positive-
Negative,

Action—-Reaction is associated with the Realist Knowledge Farm.
Realists are more able to see the externpal —-—- matter in metion -
hut have difficulty connecting with the internal —— motion in
matter. For example, in toilet training, a Realist has accidents
because hesshe isn't aware of the internal signals that he/she
wad to go.
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Tdealistzs on  the other hand, arve able toe connect to their own
and cother's interna! moetion, For sxample, an ldeatist will Cry
in aympathy with ancthery child whe is crving. But Idealists
have difficulty in conceptualizing and cantrolling external
matter in motion, Fovr example, in toilet tvaining an Idealist
hhas accidents because hefshe can t get hisshey pantz  down  fast
enongh oy Sives up trving.

. THE  RELATIONZ IN  THE PFRODMICTION PROCESS OF DOMINATION AND
SURBOROINATION

Throuwagh the Ernowledge Fovrm, the PI  tvansmits te¢ the chitd a
specific vole in  the social relations of society: a role of
domination ov of subordination. The vole is first taught through
the veltations of the pyvoduction process at  home, Inside the
family, work 18 organized accarding to a division of ltabov. That
P, who  does what  and how decisions  arve made is arganized
agccording to definite social relations, These are the relations
of praoduction within the home; thaey include  all aspects  from
dishy hving te the monthly buadaget, The yelations of production
within the haeme covvespand ta the velations of production of
society as a whele: for example, the boss-workey velationsghip,
the teader—and-follower velatienship, the heivarchy within
social groups. These are the velations of domination and
subovdination. Thia ie tao Sy that the things the Pl does
with the chitd tvansmit the PI's ocwn position in the rvelations
of  proadaction in wociety to  the child, The vehicle of this
tramnamission i the Knowledge Fovrm, {eee Glossary, Social:
domination va, subovdination,?

Fach Enowledae Form haszs its styenaths and its weaknesses. The
Tdealiat is able to ges the internal velations of things and
thus hetter able to undevstand the wortld and connect ta
athey peaple, The Fealiet e abhle to mese the external velations
of things and thus is better able to act in  the world and to
produce . Fach hasz jte  styength, vet hoth are one-sided,
Knowledae Faorm iz never a pevsonal choice, One does not
: to ke an Idealist ov  a FRealizt or to be dominant or
subovdinate in the velationz of production. It is neithey
gqoad nov bad,  but  vather it iz a veflection of the social
stem within each of us. fine can no moavre avoid heing either
an Tdealist ar a Realigt than one could aveid breathing poliuted
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grow to become a qualitatively different individual, Growing

children will demand theivy 1right to existence and come inte
unavoidable conflict with theiv parents, The PI must then
compromise little by Llittle, Once the children's right is

respected by the PI, the antagonism will be replaced by harmony.
This state of harmonious relations between the child and the PI
comes about when the PI takes steps to treat the child as an
equivalent,

7. CYCLE OF KNOWLEDGE
The Cycle of Knouwledge is a concept that conforms +to the
movement of the cvcles of nature and society., There is the
cvcle of life [Rivth - Childhood - Adulthood - IDleathl, and
theve is the cvcle of the four seasons, for example, Learning,
tee, has its cyecle., One learns by taking one's understanding
of specific or particular things or experiences to the genevral
=== in other words, by drawing lessons from one experience which
ave significance to othery similar experiences -— and, on the
other hand, by applying general concepts to the particular —--
applying lessons from past experience to curvent or future
pxperience,

Realizt children proceed through the Cycle of Knowledge from
their parvticular experience of things., They find it hard to see
the total picture and instead look at itse parts; they ave
especially obserwvant of external things., For example, Realist
children may be sensitive to changes in the weather (cold, wind,
etc.), but be confused about the seasons,

Idealist children, on the other hand, mowve through the Cycle of
Knowledge from the geneval, but often cannot apply concepts to

the pavticular, To use again the example of the weather, the
Idealist mavy undevstand the concept of winter, but continue to
wear light cltothing, remaining unconscious of the cold.

ITdealistes ave cuviocus about the intevrnal basis of things (as
uhen one Idealist child tore apart a clock to see how it uorkad)
but may e oblivious +to the external conditions, such as the
passing of time.

8. TUWO SIUED DEVELOPMENT

This brings us to Fastside's purpose of Child Development,
Knowledge is not complete unless one can bath genevralize from
the particular and then apply that general undevstanding to
cther problems and situations, If a child's Knowledge Form is
atrengthened and the other side undeveioped, the result is a
oneYsided child with definite limits to what he/she can learn,
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Two-sided development is the basis of our curriculum, Tt R
widely. known that one learns by doing, so activities are planned

to involve children in real processes, to learn skills they will
find wuseful in the world, Care is taken to gear cevtain areas
of curriculum to develop the weaker sides of Idealists and
Realists, For ' instance, to teach wverbal skills to Realists
! (which are usually difficult for them), computer tovs and other
games are used. This allows them to use the manipulative skills
which come easily to Realists, Motor skills are usually a
struggle for Idealists. FThese are taught in a collective,

social situation, using verbal praise and offering coensiderable
physical assistance., Many of the daily routines teach Realists
patience and follow—-thyough, such as putting toys away hefore

going on to another activity. Carpentry is a skitl which
teach2s Realist children to plan and measure and be carveful with
tools, At thes same +time, carpentry teaches Idealists how tfo

pound and saw forcefully to obtain material results,

In summary, all areas of Eastside's curriculum speak to the
development of children who are both Realists and JTdealists,

. 9, CONSISTENT CONDITIONS
Children will proceed through the Cycle of Knowledge building on
what they learn at home as weli as at the Center, If conditions
in both environments are set to enable children to practice a
gkill or Form of Motion, they will learn it veadily and move on
to the next step, However, if children at the (Centevr are

focusing on different skills than at home, confusion will

i result, Consistent conditions allow parentz and the Center

to work together to push forward the children's development.

10, DEVELOPMENTAL AREAS OR CATEGORIES

Understanding child development requires summing up the total of
the child's experiences and the child's ability to process’ new
information and new experiences. The child's experience can be
broken down into five major categories or aveas. Motor,
Manipulative, Cognitive, Language and Social, Some children
find it easievy to learn, or leavrn more quickly, in one avrea than -
another. This is based on the child's Knouwledge Form.

Refer to the Glossary for descriptions of the five developmental
areas or categoeries.
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CONCLUSION

To coricliude, Principal and Non-Pvrincipal Influences, Knowledge
Forms, and learning which takes place outside of the Cycle of
Knowledge can all be barviers to learning. Eut they do not
necessarily have to be.

Through gaining a greater understanding of them, they can be
turned into channels for two-sided development, To repeat, this
is a continuous process in the everyday activity of raising
children.

As parents and teachers engage in the process of sharing their
observations, the children's devetlopment will be the vesult of
the methods of Child llevelopment that are used,. It is our goal
to reveal the sequences within the Cycle of Knowledage, and +to
select and develop methods that witll enable children to develop
in all areas.
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